Annual Report
of the

Town

of

Canaan, N.H.
For the year ending December 31, 1991

Town Clerk\Tax Collector: Emily Webster
Telephone: 523-7106
Municipal Building
9-12:30, 1-5:00
Monday
Hours:

Tuesday
Wednesday

9-12:30, 1-4:00

Thursday

9-12:30

Friday

10-12:30,

9-12:30, 1-3:30, 6-8:30pm
6-8:30pni

1-5:00

Selectmen's Office - Municipal Building
Telephone: 523-4501 Hours: Monday - Friday 9:00-5:00
Selectmen's Meetings are held at the Municipal Building on
the 1st. and 3rd. Tuesday of each month.

Planning Board - Municipal Building
Telephone: 523-4501 Meetings are held in the Courtroom
on the 2nd. and 4th. Thursday of each month.
Public Library - Municipal Building
Telephone: 523-9650
Hours:

Monday

6-9 :00pm

Tuesday
Wednesday

1-5:00
1-5:00, 6-9:00pm

Thursday

1-5:00

Saturday

10-4:00

Mascoma Valley Regional School District
632-5563
Office of the Superintendent:
523-4312
Canaan Elementary School:
632-4357
Indian River School:
632-4308

Regional High School:

State Garage: 523-4541

Town Garage: 523-4344

Town Transfer Station - Recycling Center
Saturday and Sunday 8:00-3:00
Hours of operation:
Metal accepted on the first Saturday of the month only.

Police Department: 523-7784
F.A.S.T. Squad 523-4343
Fire Department: 523-1212
For Fire Permits call:
Dale Barney (H 523-7548 or W 523-4407),

Tom McDermott (523-7086),
Bill Bellion (H 523-7184 or W 632-4308),
or Robert Grant

(632-7269)

Cover Photo by Evelyn Trageser

Annual Report
of the

Town

of

Canaan, N.H.
For the year ending December 31, 1991

The 1991 Town Report is dedicated to the late R. Barnett "Barn"
Jamison, Jr. for his outstanding support and service to the Tovn
He vas a
He served as Selectman from 1989 to 1992.
trustee of the Old North Church, active in the Canaan Lions, the
Canaan Street Lake Association, Mascoma Area Senior Center, and
of Canaan.

the Cardigan Mountain Snowmobile Club.
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YEAR TERM EXPIRES

TOWN OFFICERS

SELECTMEN
R. Barnett Jamison, Chairman

1992

Milton A. Wilson

1993

Benjamin Yanashita

1994

TOWN CLERK

Emily J. Webster

1994

TAX COLLECTOR

Emily J. Webster
TOWN TREASURER
Edward Lary

1994

1992

MODERATOR
Daniel W. Fleethai

1992

REPRESENTATIVES TO GENERAL COURT
C. Dana Christy
Patricia

B.

Brown

David Scanlan

GENERAL ASSISTANCE OFFICER
Charles

S.

Adans

TRUSTEES OF TRUST FUNDS

Judith Ireton, Clerk

1992

PLANNING BOARD CONTINUED

HISTORIC MUSEUM COMMITTEE
Margo Pinkerton, ChairiBan
Daniel Fleetham, Vice Chairman
Sonya Carter, Secretary

John Ricard

Reginald E. Barney
Harold Wyman

Milton A. Wilson, Selectman

Mary Wyman

CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Susan Russell Kraatz, Chairman
Kate Brooks
Edith Maynard
Judith Kushner, Alternate
Benjamin Yaoashita, Selectman

David Scanlan
Bob Reitsma
Len Reitsma
Bill Roebuck

REGULAR POLICE OFFICERS
Jonathan E. Putnam, Chief

Kevin Copp, Lieutenant

Glen Taylor, Corporal

SPECIAL POLICE OFFICERS
Ronald Hill, George Shadovens, Earl Smith,
Paul Stoner, Matthev A. Wilson

FIRE CHIEF

-

Tom McDermott

FOREST FIRE WARDEN AND DEPUTIES
Tom McDermott, Warden
William Bellion
John Hennessy

Brent Stevens
Dale Barney

Robert Grant

Douglas A. Belloir

Scott Johnston

Leslie Mansur

Rick Evans

Larry Belloir
Gilbert Downing, Retired

OLD HOME DAY COMMITTEE
Georgia Tilton, Co-Chairman
John Ricard, Co-Chairman

Ruth Greenwood

Ellen Rocke, Secretary
Harry Armstrong

Audie Armstrong

Pat Greenwood

Stella Butterfield

Betty Fleetham

Carol Barton

Nelson Therriault

Maxine Therriault

Marvin Rocke
Barn Jamison

Alan Ricard

Helen Rocke

Jean Ricard

BUILDING INSPECTOR

-

Roger L. Remade, Sr.
3

UPPER VALLEY SOLID WASTE DISTRICT
HEALTH OFFICERS

-

-

BOARD OF SELECTMEN

WATER COMMISSIONERS
Daniel B. Ware

Dexter D. Bucklin

TOWN WARRANT
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

Town of Canaan

Grafton, 3.3.

To the inhabitants of the Town of Canaan, Nev Hampshire, vho
are qualified to vote in Town affairs.

You are hereby notified that the annual town meeting of the
Town of Canaan, New Hampshire, will be held at the Canaan Fire

Station on Tuesday, March 10,

1992, at

10:00 A. M.

to act upon

the following articles:

ARTICLE

1;

To

vote by non partisan

ballot

for

the

following

Town Officers:
A Belectffl.an for a terra of three years

A Treasurer for a term of one year
A

General Assist. Officer for a term of one year

A Road Agent

for a terra of one year

One Trustee of the Trust Funds for three years

Two

Planning

Board

Members,

A Planning Board Member,

three

year

terms

two year term

A Planning Board member for a one year term

Two Library Trustees for terms of three years
One Library Trustee for a one year terra

One Checklist Supervisor for a six-year term
One Moderator for a two-year term

Three

members

of

the

Budget

Committee

for

terms

of three years

Any other Town Officer that is required by law.

ARTICLE

2:

Are you in favor of having the office of town
clerk combined with the office of tax collector,
town
thereby
creating
new
office
of
a

clerk-collector to be held by one individual, to
years.
(RSA
be
elected for
three
a
term
of
41:45-a)
Polls will be opened for voting

by ballot

for

the Election of

Town Officers at the Canaan Fire Station on Tuesday,
1992, at

10:00 A.M. and will close at 7:00 P.M.

votes to keep the polls open to a later hour.

March 10,

unless the Town

At

the meeting will be adjourned until

the close of the polls,

at
the
Canaan
1992,
14,
Elementary School at which time the following business will be

1:00

P.M.

on

March

Saturday,

transacted.
To vote on Articles Three through Twenty-one.

ARTICLE

3:

if

the

Town

appropriate

the

sum

To

see

vote

will

raise

to

Hundred

Five

of

and

Thousand

($500,000.00) for the reconstruction/and
renovation of the existing town office building;
such sum to be raised through the issuance of bonds
the
compliance
with
in
under
and
and
notes

Dollars

Finance

Municipal

to authorized

amended;

RSA

Act,

et

33:1,

as

seq,

Selectmen to apply for,

the

state or other aid,

obtain and accept federal,

if

any, which may be available for said project and to

with

comply

thereto;

applicable

laws

all

Selectmen to

authorize the

negotiate,

issue,

to

sell

and deliver said bonds and notes and to determine
the

rate of

interest thereon and the maturity and

any

take

other

polls

required;
hour).

ARTICLE

4:

To

see

action or
to

to

pass

(Two-thirds

thereto.

relative

Selectmen to
any other vote
vote
ballot

to authorize the

other terms thereof;

remain

open

least

one

authorize

the

at

for

(Budget Committee Recommends)

if

the

Town

will

vote

to

contrary at a
subsequent meeting, to appoint the road agent
commencing with the 1993 annual Town meeting.
Selectmen,

ARTICLE

5:

until

directed

the

to

To see if the Town will vote to have the Road Agent

elected for a term of three years.

ARTICLE

6:

(PETITION ARTICLE)
place

the

(RSA 231:62-a)

To see if the Town will vote to

position

of

Road

Agent

onto

the

progressive pay scale adopted by the Selectmen and
Budget Committee for all permanent town employees
and

place

Earl Charbono

(if

re-elected)

onto the

third step of that pay scale which will bring his
(Budget Committee Does Not
salary to 27,497.00.

Recommend)

ARTICLE

7:

To see if the Town vill vote to
reinstate the policy to pay the Road Agent overtime
for emergency call-outs such as Snov Storms, Ice

(PETITION ARTICLE)

Storms,

Wind

Storms,

was

This

Ect.

with

the

normal

previous

Road
Agent as voted by the Board of Selectmen on March

which

practice
15,

done

was

the

This policy vill take effect on 1/1/92.

1988.

(Budget Committee Does Not Recommend)

ARTICLE

8:

see if the Town vill vote to authorize the
Selectmen to apply for, accept, and expend, vithout
further action by Tovn meeting, money from the
State, Federal or other governmental units or a
To

vhich

source

private

the ensuing year,

ARTICLE

9:

To

see

if

prepayment

the
of

available

may become

during

in accordance vith RSA 31:95-b.

Tovn of Canaan vill authorize the
property taxes due the tovn to the

Tax Collector as provided in RSA 80:52-A.

ARTICLE 10:

To
to

see

if

bidder

of

except

properties

ovner,

Selectmen

the

as

on such

event shall the total

deem

highest
auction,

reconvey

occupied

still

that ovner,

to

the

public
may

Selectmen

the

residential

conditions

advertised

properly

a

Selectmen

the

property to

tax deeded

that

previous

vill authorize

Tovn

the

dispose of

by

just.

In

any

no

considerations be less than

unpaid taxes, plus interest and costs,
other related expenses that the Tovn

the

the

terns and

and
has

incurred.

ARTICLE 11:

see if the Tovn vill vote to authorize the
Selectmen to accept gifts in the name of the Tovn
To

of Canaan. RSA 31:19

ARTICLE 12:

To

see

if

Tovn

the

vill

vote

to

authorize

the

money in
anticipation of taxes as may be needed to meet the
necessary running expenses of the Tovn.

ARTICLE 13:

Selectmen

to

To see

the

if

borrov

such

sums

of

Tovn vill vote to direct the Board
institute semi annual collection

of

Selectmen

of

property taxes in a manner set out in RSA 76:
Implementation of this Article to taice

to

15-b.

effect in 1992.

(Budget Committee Recommends)
7

ARTICLE 14:

To see if the Town will authorize the withdrawal of

from the Capital Reserve Fund for
purchase a roller for the Highway Department.

up to $27,000.00
the

(Budget Committee

ARTICLE 15:

Recommends)
To see if the Town will vote to

(PETITION ARTICLE)
raise

appropriate

and

the

sum

Thirty

of

Five

Thousand Dollars ($35,000.00) to purchase a One Ton
Dump Truck with front plow and wing plow.
(Budget Committee Does Not Recommend)

ARTICLE 16:

To see if the Town will vote to

(PETITION ARTICLE)
raise

appropriate

and

the

sum

Twenty

of

Five

Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00) to purchase asphalt
to be used for shimming by the Highway Department.
(Budget Committee Does Not Recommend)

ARTICLE 17:

To

and

see

Town of

the

if

appropriate

1992 Police Cruiser,
of

amount

this

the Fund.

ARTICLE 18:

To see

to

will vote

purchase

to

and

raise

equip a

and to authorize a withdrawal

from

Any surplus

purchase.

Canaan

$19,500.

Capital

Reserve

for

this

funds are to be returned to

(Budget Committee Recommends)

Town will vote to amend the vote of

if the

Article 6 of the 1985 Town Meeting and determine
that the Library Trustees shall consist of five
persons; elected to serve three year staggered
terms.

ARTICLE 19:

To

R.S.A. 202-A:6.

see

the

if

Town

will

vote

raise

to

and

appropriate the sum of $1,582,489.00 to defray Town
charges during the ensuing year as submitted by the
Budget Committee and that this represents the total

amount

voted

including

special articles.

ARTICLE 20:

To

hear

Committees,

the
or

money

raised

in

preceding

(Budget Committee Recommends)

Auditors,
of
Agents,
reports
any other Officers and to pass any

vote relating thereto.

—

ARTICLE 21:

To transact any other business that may be legally

brought before this Town Meeting.

A true copy, attest

R.

Barnett Jamison, Chairman

Wilcinn
nn A.
&
Wilson
Milton

Benjamin

S.

Yamashita

BOARD OF SELECTMEN

^^

'^

BUDGET FORM FOR TOWNS WHICH HAVE ADOPTED THE
PROVISIONS OF THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET LAW
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
DEPARTMENT OF RE /ENUE ADMINISTRATION

MUNICIPAL SERVICES DIVISION

BUDGET OF THE TOWN
OF

N.H.

CANAAN,

Appropriations and Estimates of Revenue

for

the Ensuing Year January

19

From

THIS

1,

1992_

to

December

31.

19°2_or

19

to

BUDGET SHALL BE POSTED WITH THE TOWN WARRANT
RSA

Budget Committee: (Please sign

Date

in ink)

Jf'^n^./.^ t.^

r^

(J

10

for Fiscal

31:95 and 32:5

February^ 7, 1992

Year

1
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TAX YEAR 1991

SUMMARY INVENTORY OF VALUATION
1.

2.

Value of Land Only
A.

Current Use

1,326,722

B.

Residential

C.

Comercial/Industrial

46,972,500
2,307,500

D.

Total of Taxable Land

50,606,722

Value of Buildings Only
A.

75,394,500

Residential

Manufactured Housing
C. Commercial/Industrial
D. Total of Taxable Buildings
B.

5,268,600
9,328,300

89,991,400

3.

Public Water Utility (Privately
ovned vater serving public) RSA 72:11

4.

Public Utilities

5.

valuation before exemptions

6.

7.

Elderly Exemption
School Din. /Dormitory/
Kitchen Exemption

4,820,350

8.

Total Dollar Amount of Exemptions

5,737,850

-Blectric-

3,366,700

143,964,822
917,500

Net Valuation on which the Tax Rate

138,226,972

is computed

TAXES ASSESSED AND TAX RATE

138,226,972

Net Assessed valuation
Taxes Committed to Collector

3,663,015

Tovn Property Taxes Assessed
Less:

30,400

war service credits

3,632,615

Net Property Tax Commitment
Tax Rate:

Municipal
County

7.64
1.04

School District

17.82

1991 Tax Rate:

26.50
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REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK
FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31 DECEMBER 1991

Vehicle Registrations

-

3752

$187,363.00

SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Town Hall, Lands and Bldgs

REPORT OF THE TREASURER
FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31,

Balance on hand January

1,

1991

Receipts from Selectmen

$

Receipts from Tax Collector

1991

568,721.63

$

6,329,177.23
4,125,916.91

Receipts from Tovn Clerk

200.601.50

Total receipts for 1991

10,655.695.64

Total receipts and beginning balance

11,224,417.27

Less payments by order of Selectmen

10.956.629.34

Balance on hand December 31, 1991

267,787.93

$

Balance on hand consists of:

Account

11330

63 0766

33,561.54

$

General Checking Account

241.42

Payroll Account

.00

Waste Water Treatment Const. Account
Waste Water Treatment Escrow Account

155,657.58
.00

1990 Waste Water Treatment Escrow Account

34,638.08

Dow-Canaan Road Upgrade Account

5,125.33

Original Water Department Account

26,830.69

Canaan Celebration Account

331.68

Housing Rehab. Program Account

11,401.61

$
$

Edward Lary, Treasurer
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267,787.93

SUMMARY OF TAX LIEN ACCOUNTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 1991
(DR)

Tax lien on account of levies of
1990

1989

Prior

Balance of unredeemed

taxes of fiscal year
Taxes sold to Town
during fiscal year

$129,323

$56,020

$371,825

Interest collected

after lien execution

7,367

11,453

17,969

Redemption cost

1.996

757

784

$381.188

$141.533

$74.733

Total debits

(CR)

Reaittances to treasurer

during fiscal year:
Redemptions

[CR)

1991

Remitted to treasurer
during the year:

Property taxes

Prior

TOWN OF CANAAN TAX COLLECTOR REPORT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 1991
(DR)

1991

Prior

Uncollected taxes as
of 1 January 1991:

Property taxes
Resident taxes
Land use change taxes
Yield taxes
Taxes committed to collector:

Property taxes
Resident taxes
Land use change taxes
Yield taxes

$748,093
1,943
9,500
4,611

STATEMENT OF BONDED DEBT
General Obligation Note:
$50,000 Crystal Lake Water Company Purchase notes of August
1977, due in annual installments of $4,184, principal and

interest, through August 1997, Interest at 5.5^.

Principal and Interest
-

Outstanding

January

1,

1991

$29,288

-

$

Principal and Interest Paid
Notes Payable

-

1991

December 31, 1991

4,184

$25,104

The annual requirements to amortize all debt outstanding as of
December 31, 1991, Including Interest payments of $8,020 are as
follows:

Year Ending December 31

Amount

1992

$

4,184

1993

4,184

1994

4,184

1995 - 1997

12.552
$25,104

426,300 Farmers Home Administration

-

30 year b% Water Bonds

-

date December 11, 1990
Payable In equal annual
installments of $27,736.
1992

$

1993
1994

27,736

1995

27,736

1996

1996

27,736

27,736

-

27,736

2019
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$

637.928

$

776,608
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1991 SELECTMEN'S REPORT

The continued grovth of the Tovn of Canaan to 1990 census

figure of 3054 has meant an increase in Town services.
As detailed in this report, all Tovn departments and

committees have done an outstanding job within the limitation of
financial resources.
The past year has seen unusually large demands on the Police

and Fire Departments.

The Highway Department has instituted an

extensive program to upgrade existing roads including ditching
and brushing which in turn will result in reduction of

maintenance costs.
Capital improvement programs have included the completion of
the Water System and the Goose Pond Road bridge.

Withstanding a

minor flow problem, the Wastewater project is winding down, the

new Plant is up and running.

The State has indicated that there

is excess capacity within the system, and new units will be

allowed to hook on in the Spring. The Transfer Station upgrade
has been completed, making it more convenient for those using
The recycling
the Transfer Station and the Recycling Center.
program has continued to reduce the landfill costs. Improvements

continue to be made at the Town beach and parks.
Under the Canaan Housing Rehabilitation Program, 12 units
have been completed and nine units are in progress.

The

Selectmen will be applying for additional grant funds in 1992 to
upgrade an additional 24 units.
The New Hampshire Municipal Association completed a Pay and
Classification Study for Canaan. The Selectmen have adopted the
study which established job descriptions and a comprehensive

career and pay plan for Town employees.

It also

addresses pay

inequities in comparison with other comparable public sector
communities.
The Selectmen also developed a Personnel Manual

which clearly defines personnel policies, procedures, and
benefits.
The Board of Selectmen expresses its appreciation to all

Town employees, unpaid committees, and volunteers for their

continued efforts in making Canaan an outstanding community.
The Board feels the Number 1 accomplishment has been the ability
of the Board to work together, and with all the Department Heads
and other Town Officials.
The final decision and responsibility lies with you the

citizens, PLEASE attend your Town Meeting on Tuesday, March 10th
and on Saturday, March 14th.

R.Barnett Jamison, Milton A. Wilson, Benjamin Yamashita;
Selectmen, Town of Canaan
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ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT

"Consider how hard it is to change yourself and you'll
understand what little chance you have of trying to change

others."
-Jacob M. Braude

But change happens.

For the fourth consecutive year, a new face appeared at the
Selectmen's table the first Tuesday after Town Meeting. As Ben
Yaraashita joined Barn Jamison and Milt Wilson to govern Town

affairs,

I

said goodbye to the last remaining member of the

Board that appointed ne as the Town's Administrative Assistant.
I

wish to express my thanks to Tom Ireton for both his initial

wisdom and his continued support for the three ensuing years of
active public involvement.
presented the Board with the

At it's organizational meeting,

I

following list of goals which

considered important to reach

I

during 1992.

PROPERTY HOOK UP TO SEWER SYSTEM
IMPLEMENTATION OF WATER\SEWER RATES
TRANSFER STATION IMPROVEMENT\CONTRACT

PERSONNEL SALARY SURVEY\PERSONNEL POLICY REVIEW
GOOSE POND BRIDGE CONSTRUCTION
DEVELOPMENT OF YIELD TAX COMPUTER PROGRAM
WASTEWATER PROJECT BOND SALE
If success were judged only by the attainment of self determined

goals; 1991 could be classified as a successful year.

And in

many ways it was.
But I sense that the increasing burden on both those who pay,
and those who provide local municipal services has reached the
proverbial "straw and camel's back" point. With the conclusion
of many of the projects that have consumed our energies over the

last few years, 1992 may afford us the opportunity to address
viable alternatives to the suffocating and restricting reliance
on the property tax as the primary funding source for local
services.
It is my belief that small communities such as Canaan

will lose ground in the struggle to meet the ever expanding
public needs of the 90's with the financial tools of the 30's.
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Both the Town's best interest and ly spiritual well being were
enhanced by a first in ly tenure: the season ended with the saie
teai in the Selectien's Office that started in January. A

grateful thank you to Gloria and Sandy for their untiring
efforts on behalf of the Town. Hope to see you both in the
dugout at the end of another successful season. Unfortunately
ruior has it that the Dean of the club is headed to warier

dilates at the all star break. To Eiily Webster we give our
sincere thanks for the standards that you have set, and the
contributions you have lade to the people of Canaan.

We wish

happiness and success in your new endeavors.
I,

too, would like to join the Selectmen in applauding the

efforts of all the dedicated Town employees, officials, and
volunteers whose efforts have indeed iiproved the quality of
life in Canaan.

And change happens.
In closing,

I

would like to express a special thanks to our

Chairian, Barn Jaiison.

We let on the

stoniest

of seas, and

his controlled lanner and reason has continually called the

rough waters of heated political eiotion.

We wish Barn well in

what we hope will be but a brief sabbatical froi the political

forui in which he served with distinction.

Postscript:

Having just received word of Barn's passing, we express our
deepest syipathy to Anne and her faiily on their loss. His
call, wan and friendly lanner will be long reieibered and sadly
lissed.
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Vachon, Clukay & Co., pc
Certified Public

Accountants

131 Middle Street
Manctiester, New Hampstiire 03101
(603)

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON
INTERNAL CONTROL STRUCTURE RELATED MATTERS NOTED IN A
FINANCLVL STATEMENT AUDIT CONDUCTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH
GOVERNMENTAL AUDITING STANDARDS

622 7070

To the Board of Selectmen
Town of Canaan, New Hampshire

We

have audited the financial statements of the Town of Canaan, New Hampshire
ended December 31, 1989, and have issued our report thereon date April 5,

for the year
1990.

We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards
and Governmental Auditing Standards issued by the Comptroller General of the United
States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement.
,

and performing our audit of the financial statements of the Town of
for the year ended December 31, 1989, we considered its internal
control structure in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of
expressing our opinion on the financial statements and not to provide assurance on the
In planning

Canaan,

New Hampshire

internal control structure.

of the Town of Canaan, New Hampshire is responsible for
and maintaining an internal control structure. In fulfilling this responsibility,
estimates and judgments by management are required to assess the expected benefits and
related costs of internal control structure policies and procedures. The objective of an

The management

establishing

internal control structure are to provide management with reasonable, but not absolute,
assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use or disposition,
and that transactions are executed in accordance with management's authorization and
recorded properly to permit the preparation of financial statements in accordance with
generally accepted accounting principles. Because of inherent limitations in any internal
control structure, errors or irregularities may nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also,
projection of any evaluation of the structure to future periods is subject to the risk that
procedures may become inadequate because of changes in conditions or that the
effectiveness of the design and operation of polices and procedures may deteriorate.

For the purpose of this report, we have classified the significant internal control
structure policies and procedures in the following categories.

ACCOUNTING APPLICATIONS
Billings

Receivables

Cash

receipts

Purchasing and receiving
Accounts payable
Cash disbursements
Payroll
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For all of the control categories listed above, we obtained an understanding of the
design of relevant policies and procedures and whether they have been placed in operation,
and we assessed control risk.

We

noted certain matters involving the internal control structure and

its

operation

that we consider to be reportable conditions under standards established by the American
Institute of Certified Public Accountants. Reportable conditions involving matters coming
to our attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal
our judgment, could adversely affect the entity's ability to record,
control structure that,
process, summarize, and report financial data consistent with the assertions of management

m

m the financial statements.
Observation: The Selectmen's office does not maintain a complete accounting of
receipts and the detail of cash disbursements is not complete for all funds.
Implication: Compliance with the principles of sound internal accounting control
possible. The requirements of State law are not met.

Recommendation:

The Selectmen's

office

is

immediately implement procedures which
is maintamed.

cash

not

will

insure a detailed record of a cash transaction

Treasurer's cash balance at December 31, 1989 was not reconciled to
Town at year end. We were unable to determine that the
Treasurer had maintained comprehensive records of cash activity during the year.
Observation:

The

reflect all cash activity of the

Implication: Control over cash is seriously weakened when records are not maintained
reconciliation procedures are not followed to conclusion.

and

Recommendation: The Treasurer maintain a comprehensive record of all cash transactions
in summary form and reconcile that record to the various bank accounts on a regular basis.

Observation:

Check numbers are not

Implication:

The Town has no record

consistently recorded

on cash disbursements manifests.

of which check was written to a vendor.

Recommendation: The Town should adopt policies which insure that check numbers are
recorded on cash disbursements manifests.

Observation: There is no indication on paid invoices that they
heads or that the invoices have been paid.

were approved by department

Sound business practice requires formal approval of invoices by the party
responsible for ordering and receiving the goods. Cancellation of paid invoices is necessary
to make certain that they are not inadvertently paid twice and that they have been reviewed
for accuracy.

Implication:

Recommendation: Procedures over the accounts payable function prior to presentation to
the Board of Selectmen for final approval should be reviewed and revised to be consistent
with sound business practice.
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A material weakness
one or more of the specific

a reportable condition in which the design or operation of
internal control structure elements does not reduce to a
relatively low level the risk that errors or irregularities in amounts that would be material to
the financial statement may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees
in the

is

normal course of performing

their assigned functions.

Our consideration

of the internal control structure would not necessarily disclose all
control structure that might be reportable conditions and
accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that are also
considered to be material weaknesses as defined above. However, we believe the first two
reportable conditions as listed above constitute material weaknesses.

matters

in

the

internal

We

also noted other matters involving internal control structure and its operations
to the management of the Town of Canaan, New Hampshire in a
separate letter dated April 5, 1990.
that

we have reported

This report is intended for the information of management, and the Board of
Selectmen. This restriction is not intended to limit the distribution of this report, which is a
matter of public record.

April

5,

1990
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CANAAN PLANNING BOARD REPORT
YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1991

Despite a rather sluggish economy and the slovdovn of
development, the Planning Board was quite active during 1991.
Six subdivisions (2 major and 4 minor) were approved, totaling
Additionally the Board and the community deliberated
18 lots.
the merits and liabilities of a proposed 64 lot subdivision.
This consumed much time and effort by all those concerned. For
At
the tine being plans for that subdivision have been tabled.
its final meeting of the year the Planning Board began initial

proceedings for a proposed expansion of an existing mobile home
The proposal is for 61 additional units.
park.
At its regularly scheduled meetings on the second and
fourth Thursdays of each month, and at additional special
Input from the community
meetings the public is always welcome.
The date, time
is encouraged, appreciated and well considered.
and place of all meetings are posted in advance.
In 1992 the Planning Board will be considering applications
and proposals which are pertinent to the Planning Board, as well
The
as working on revisions to the subdivision guidelines.

intent of these revisions will be to enhance the public health,
safety, and general welfare, and to encourage the appropriate
This will enable the Planning Board to
and wise use of land.

more effectively meet the demands of our evolving and growing

community.

Respectfully submitted,
Roger Remade, Si., Chairman

Philip Cobbin, Vice Chairman
Paul Modern, Secretary

Andrew Musz
Thomas Ireton
James Crowell, Alternate
James Laffan, Alternate

Donald Blunt, Alternate

Milton A. Wilson, Selectman
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BUILDING PERMITS
A building pernit is required whenever a property owner is

building or modifying a structure on their property at a cost of
$500.00 or nore. Roger L. Remade, Sr., a long tine resident of
His years of
Canaan, is the Town's Building Inspector.
experience and vast knowledge are invaluable assets for an
individual in his position, as well as for the residents of
Canaan.
The issuing, recording and filing of the building periits
allows the Town to maintain accurate records of new construction
and renovations within the community, as well as assuring
compliance of both with State building codes. The following is
a list of the various types of building periits and the charge
for each:

$25.00

New house construction

$25.00

Commercial construction
Manufactured housing
Renovations or additions
Renewal - periits are valid for 12 months

$15.00
$10.00
$

2.00

BUILDING PERMITS ISSUED

REPORT OF THE CONSERVATION COMMISSION
The Conservation Comiission continues to receive nev dredge
and fill permit applications, as veil as reports from the Nev
Hampshire Wetlands Board on the status of violations. The

Wetlands Board appears to be increasingly strict in the
enforcement of RSA 483-A: heavy fines are imposed for
It is essential that anyone proposing to fill,

noncompliance.

dredge, or undertake any construction in a vetland, or adjacent
to open vater,

first file

a

dredge and fill permit application.

Forms are available from the Tovn Clerk.
"Canaan is rich in vetlands of diverse sizes and types

more than 130 have been delineated and evaluated...

-

These

extensive areas of vetlands are unique resources that provide
the tovn a crucial service in Maintaining pure potable vater and
vildlife species vith valuable habitat.
The study is divided into tvo parts

-

First is an

objective, quantitative evaluation of each vetland as a vater

resource and vildlife habitat based on measurable geologic,
hydrologic, and biotic data.

Second is a qualitative assessment

of the vetlands.
In addition to providing a general overviev of the vetlands

by tovn planners in making more informed
decisions, this report provides a better understanding for all
in Canaan for use

readers of vhat a vetland is and vhy it is valuable."
from "The Wetlands of Canaan,"

a

Excerpts

study recently completed by the

Conservation Commission to be published on Earth Day 1992.
Currently the Commission is turning its attention and

energy to the creation of a nature center at Brovnlee McKee's
Bird In Hand Farm.
This is an enormous and exciting undertaking
vhich vill require a great deal of help from all parts of the
community.

If you vouid like to learn more and get

involved,

please contact a member of the Conservation Commission.

Respectfully submitted,
Susan Russell Kraatz, Chairman
Kate Brooks
Edith Maynard
Len Reitsma
Bob Reitsma
Bill Roebuck

David Scanlan

Judith Kushner, Alternate
Ben Yamashita, Selectman
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REPORT OF TOWN FOREST FIRE WARDEN
1991 was a very dry and a very busy year for the New
Hampshire Forest Fire Service, as well as for local fire
The
departments, due to an increase in the number of fires.
three major causes of fires in 1991 vere non-pernlt, children,
Four hundred and fifty wild land fires
and smoking materials.
in New Hampshire burned approximately one hundred and fifty

acres, for an average fire size of one-third acre.
The local fire department is primarily responsible for
extinguishing these fires. Keeping the average fire size this
small is a tribute to early detection by citizens, our fire
tover lookout system, and the quick response of our trained
local fire departments.
In every municipality there is a Forest Fire Warden and
They are responsible for directing
several Deputy Wardens.
suppression action on vild land fires, working with other fire
department members under the direction of the New Hampshire

Forest Fire Service, and making sure that all fire department
members are properly trained and equipped for suppressing wild
Forest Fire Wardens and Deputy Wardens receive
land fires.
specialized training each year presented by the New Hampshire
Forest Fire Service to keep their skill level and knowledge of
forest fire laws up to date.
The local warden and selected deputy wardens are
additionally responsible for issuing burning permits required
for any open burning done In their community.

In New Hampshire,

any open burning requires a written fire permit prior to
lighting the fire. The only exception to this rule, is when the
Before doing any open
ground is completely covered with snow.
burning, it Is recommended that you contact your local fire
department to determine if a permit is required, and to possibly
save your community the cost of sending out fire equipment on a
"false alarm." Any person who violates the permit law (RSA
224:27) shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.
Please help your local warden and fire department by
Be
a fire permit before kindling a fire.
understanding if you are told that it is not a safe day to burn,
Thank you for being fire
and help keep New Hampshire GREEN!

requesting

safe.

Robert

D.

Nelson

Chief, Forest Protection
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CANAAN FIRE DEPARTMENT
One of the effects of increased growth in any tovn is the

increased demand on the fire department for protection of lives
and property, requiring additional training and equipment.

Concurrent with this there is the tendency to call the fire
department out for everything, from hazardous material spills to
lost persons, automobile accidents and downed power lines. Of
all the Town departments, we bear the most responsibility for
the public.
Government agencies recognizing this, are either urging or
mandating increased training in a variety of areas. Usually
this training is done during the firefighter's personal time,
without pay, and at times at the firefighter's own expense.
This training includes Hazardous Materials Awareness, Incident
Command System, Basic Firefighter I, Emergency Vehicle Driving,
Defensive Driving, CPR, and Career Firefighting.
This training
is given at the National Fire Academy , the Meadowwood Fire
School, the Twin States Fire School, and at our own station.
The responsibilities and hazards facing us have grown so much,

that intensive, ongoing training is an absolute necessity.

During the past year another 1,000 feet of five inch hose
was purchased, giving us 3,000 feet.

This makes it possible to
pump a tremendous volume of water directly from a hydrant of

static water source, three thousand feet to the scene of the
fire.
Another one thousand gallon tanker on loan from the State
has also been added.
The van now carries an air powered, hydraulically operated

rescue tool, making it possible to gain quicker access to those

trapped in wrecked vehicles.

A new air cascade system was
purchased with the help of a donation from the Lions Club, the
Mascoma Savings Bank and a State grant. The cascade system
allows us to refill our air bottles at the station and carry six

4,500 pound refill bottles on board the van.
The number and variety of calls increased in 1991.
However, the number of calls does not reflect the number of

man-hours involved.
In April a powerful wind and rain storm hit central New
Hampshire, snapping trees and downing power lines.
The Fire
Department went on duty shortly after noon that day, and stayed
on duty monitoring power lines and maintaining roadblocks where
there were trees and limbs down until 2:30 the next morning.
Two months later in late June, the department was called to
search for a lost person on West Farms Road in West Canaan.
The
search began late on a Sunday afternoon and continued until the
following Thursday. Virtually every member of the department
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joined with friends and neighbors to search ten square miles of
extremely rough terrain. Although it proved to be an
unsuccessful endeavor, it was an excellent example of a unified
effort.
The number of house fires is on the rise, particularly the

number of fires of suspicious origin.
TYPES OF RUNS DURING 1991

Structure fires

CANAAN POLICE DEPARTMENT

The Canaan Police Department has been overwhelmed by the
hours spent on criminal and drug investigations conducted during
this past year. These investigations have resulted in the

largest number of drug related Felony indictments brought before
This, along

the Grafton County Grand Jury in any given year.

with the Misdemeanor cases entered at Lebanon District Court
reflect a change in the type of vork being conducted by members
of the Canaan Police Department.

Following a 14 month long investigation of the Rebecca
Petillo murder in 1990, the Canaan Police Department, New
Hampshire State Police, the Newington, Connecticut Police
Department, and the New Hampshire Attorney General's Office have

arrested Wayne Goetz, who resides in Vernon, Connecticut as the
perpetrator of that crime. On December 19, 1990 I, and officers
from the other police agencies who assisted in the investigation

went to Pratt

&

Whitney in East Hartford, Ct. where Mr. Goetz

was apprehended. Mr. Goetz is presently out on bail awaiting
trial for Second Degree Murder.
For the first six months of 1991, Lt. Kevin Copp was
assigned to the New Hampshire Attorney General's Drug Task

Force. While he was attached to that unit he conducted many

undercover drug investigations which resulted in arrests for
drug trafficking in the Canaan area. The specialized training
that Lt. Copp received, as well as the contacts which have been

made through that program, assist us in the continued battle

against drugs.
Officer Matthew Wilson has successfully completed the Parttime Officers Training Academy and is now a Certified New

Hampshire Police Officer. His enthusiasm and dedication to law
enforcement have been an inspiration to me and to other members
of the department.

The Canaan Police Department has continued its pursuit of
making our highways a safer place to travel. I applied for and
received three separate grants from the New Hampshire Highway
Safety Agency in 1991. Two were traffic enforcement; once again,
we were running extra traffic patrol during the early morning

hours and in the early evening. The third was a Seat Belt Safety
program that was done in the Elementary School as well as
"BUCKLE UP WE LOVE YOU" key fobs which were passed out at the
Old Home Days celebrations in August.

It appears through these

selected programs of enforcement, there is a reduction in the
number and severity of accidents which have been experienced in
past years.
It is the understanding of the aeibers of the Canaan Police

56

Department that ve must conform to the ever changing needs of
the community. We have continually tried to allocate our
resources where they will best serve the citizens of Canaan,
while staying vithin the constraints of the budget.
Unfortunately, ve have had to decrease our services in some

areas due to the ever increasing demand for criminal
investigations, juvenile cases, domestic complaints, and time
required to be in Court. The future will require the addition of
more man hours to keep up vith the demand for our services.
my intention to continue providing experienced and
professional lav enforcement services to the Canaan Community.
This can only be accomplished vith your support, understanding
It

is

and assistance. By joining together ve vill make our community a
safe and prosperous place vhich I am proud to call home.

Sincerely,
Jonathan E. Putnam
Chief of Police
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CANAAN POLICE DEPARTMENT
YEARLY ACTIVITY SHEET
1991

Ambulance Assists

9

Motor Vehicle Activity

House Checks

38

Personal Injury Accidents

Open Buildings Found

22

Property Damage Accidents
47
Minor Accidents
36
MV Summonses Issued
343
MV Warnings Issued
390
Suspicious Vehicle Complaint
33
Traffic Hazard or Obstruction 56
Disabled Vehicle Assists
74
VIN Checks
MV Checkup/Defective Equip.
118
Parking Tickets Issued
2
Vehicle Operation Complaints
90
DWI Arrests
22

Animal Complaints

186

Fire Assists

30

Funeral Details
Messages Delivered

41

1

29
Missing Persons
Relays
12
Assists to Other Depts 109
Suspicious Persons
64
Lost/Abandoned Property 54
Toved Vehicles
Wanted Person/PD Info 219
Domestic Complaint
120
Assault/Sexual Assault 27
Theft
79
Burglary
40
Criminal Trespass
24

Criminal Arrests

69

Death Investigations
Disorderly Conduct

51

Criminal Mischief

63

Truant Complaints

Cruiser Operation
Total Cruiser Mileage:

3,630

Yearly MPG Average:

15.43

4

46

Civil Matters

87

Threatening Phone Calls 30
Other Investigations
248
Permits Issued

88

Citizen Assists

85

56,013

Gasoline Usage:

6

Alarms Answered

8

Community Relations Events 16

58

ROAD AGENT'S REPORT
This year the Canaan Highway Department tried to devote all
of its time to upgrading our roads, equipment, garage and yard.
We started this spring by crushing 5,500 yards of one and a half

inch crushed gravel for our roads, and 1,000 yards of six inch
stone for the ditches and mud holes. We have put it all out,
and it has made a big difference to some sections of our dirt
We hope to crush 5,000 yards more this spring in a
roads.
continuing effort to upgrade our dirt roads.
Our asphalt roads are in bad shape and expensive to repair,
so ve vere limited as to how much ve could get done this year.
We ditched all of Potato Road and shimmed about half of it.
South Road was ditched and about three quarters shimmed.
Talbert Hill vas also ditched and shimmed. We are now starting
to cut brush on the sections of roads that ve hope to work on

this coming year.

Also,

in the coming year ve hope to oil about

five miles of asphalt roads and to shim at least as much as last

year.

This year ve bought a nev brush chipper, a seven yard
Sander, and tvo used trucks to replace tvo trucks that had to be
All of this money, plus $1,200.00 for crushed
dead-lined.

gravel vas supplied by the Board of Selectmen from Highvay Block
Grant funding. They also supplied the balance of $20,500.00
from the August, 1990 disaster monies (State and Federal) for
the use of asphalt for Potato Road, South Road and Talbert Hill
Road.
My thanks to them for their concern and assistance in
upgrading our roads. They have committed all of this year's
(1992) Highvay Block Grant monies to our effort, and to help

keep taxes dovn.
I would like to thank the Canaan Police Department for
helping us patrol our roads and for supplying "free" help to

paint the front of the highway garage.
would also like to thank all of the citizens who took the
I
time to cut brush and to clean ditches and culverts along their
property.
It is certainly a big help and time saver for us.
Last but not least, I would like to thank the crew of the
Canaan Highway Department for their efforts and hard work in

getting the job done.
a super job and

I

You have all made a super effort and done

thank you!

Earl Char bono

Canaan Road Agent
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OLD HOME DAYS 1991 REPORT

The Old Home Days Weekend was held on August 2nd., 3rd.,
The parade theme vas "Nursery
Rhymes." There were many more entries and a longer parade than
We would like to thank everyone who
in previous years.
participated and gave generously of their time and support to

and 4th. and vas a huge success.

make this Old Home Days Weekend an enjoyable community event.
Friday, August 2nd.
The weekend events began with the
Lobster Barbecue and Chicken Dinner sponsored by the Canaan

Police Department on the Town Common. Canaan USA Speedway Races
and Thrill Show were held at the Fair Grounds.
At the Old
Meeting House on Canaan Street, the Valley Chords (Barbershop
Chorus) gave a fine performance.
Saturday, August 3rd.
The Annual Crafts Fair and Lioness
Food Concession were held on the Common from 9:00am until 4:00
in the afternoon.
The Dollars For Scholars Food Concession was
set up at William's Field from 9:00am until 11:30pm.
Following
the morning parade, entertainment at William's Field included:

The Upper Valley Community Band Concert, Armchair Brigade, The
Foggy Mountain Cloggers, a demonstration put on by the Mt.
Cardigan Squares, Cardigan Mountain Riders 4H Club horse and

pony rides, games, and the Dunk Tank sponsored by the Mt.
Cardigan Snowmobile Club.
"Carrot," the pig was in attendance
as well!
There was a rug hooking exhibit at the Old Meeting
House, a photo contest exhibit on the Green, and a Horseshoe
Tournament at William's Field, doubles and singles competition.
At noon the Assembly Of God Church presented a fine chicken

barbeque.
open,

From 1:00 until 4:00pm the Historic District was
including The North Church and the Museum Building.
A

Soap Box Derby was held at the High Street Speedway at 1:00pm,
and at 1:30 the Barney Family Childrens' Sing-a-long was a
special treat.
At 2:00pra The Little Red Wagon Childrens' Puppet

Show was held at William's Field, and at 3:00pm Dan Allen, the
Chain Saw Artist delighted everyone with his special talents.
His carving of the day was later raffled.
At 3:30pm the Dream
Team Sky Diving Show performed at William's Field.
Fire truck

rides at 5:00 o'clock at the Fire Station, followed by the
Firemen's Ham and Bean Supper until sold out!
In the evening, from 7:00 until 8:00 the Foggy Mountain
Cloggers put on a demonstration at William's Field, and from
8:00 until 11:30 there was dancing to live music, "After Dark."
Sunday, August 4th.

The day began with morning church

services, followed by a wonderful Pancake Breakfast at the
Senior Center.
At 8:00am the Softball Tournament began at

William's Field, as well as road race registrations at the park
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opposite Canaan Street Beach. The Dollars For Scholars Food
Concession at William's Field also opened at 8:00 o'clock. At
The
9:00ain the road race around Canaan Street lake commenced.
Crafts Fair on the Town Common reopened at 9:00, staying open
At 2:00pm the Annual Cow
until 3:00 o'clock in the afternoon.
Flop Drop Contest took place at William's Field; random drawing
The annual service at Old North
for spaces began at noon.
Church was held at 4:00pm, a very nice close to the Old Home
Days Weekend!

Funds for Old Home Days Weekend are raised through

donations, the sale of T-shirts and sweatshirts, ads and

sponsors for the program, hats, pins, sale of spaces for the
"Cow Flop Drop" event. Town funding, and the sale of coffee
We also sponsor the Crafts Fair in November.
We raised
mugs.

approximately $5820.00, and expenses were $6,112.12 profit/loss $292.12.
The Old Home Days Committee meets from February through
December on the first Tuesday of each month at 7:30pm.
The
dates for the 1992 Old Home Days are July 31st. and August 1st.
and 2nd.
The parade theme this year will be "Holidays." We are
always open to new ideas and suggestions for events. Please
contact any one of the committee members if you would like to
work with us.

Many of the regular events will be repeated, as
We look forward

well as the addition of new events each year.

to seeing everyone for this year's Old Home Days Weekend!

Old Home Days Committee Co-chairmen,

Georgia Tilton
John Ricard
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TRUSTEES OF THE CANAAN TOWN LIBRARY
1991 has been another very successful year for the Canaan
The Trustees of the library heartily thank our

Town Library.

kind and generous benefactors and the Canaan Citizens who
support us during these pressing financial times.
As a result ve have been able to continue vith our library
This year ve concentrated on four areas:
programs.
The successful Book Discussion Group Series in
1)

conjunction with the Lebanon and Enfield libraries.
The Childrens' Summer Reading Program which expanded;
2)
participants read a total of roughly 1,100 books!
The Summer Meeting House Reading Series which enjoyed
3)
another very successful season, again reaching national
recognition. Our first event was attended by over 500 visitors,
vith 200
4)

-

300 in the audience for the following five evenings.

The beginning of a video and books on tape collection.

We continue to increase our circulation of 24,000 books:

1989

-

22,001 pieces

1990

-

24,427 piece

1991

-

30,781 pieces

The use of our Town Library is much greater than the
national average.
In Canaan in 1991 ve circulated 10 visits and
pieces per capita. This is in contrast to 2.6 per capita visits
for the U.S. as a vhole.

The Trustees thank the Librarian, Louise Cady and her

staff, plus the volunteers for their outstanding vork.

we also

thank the citizens of Canaan, the Selectmen, the Budget

Committee, and the Administrative Assistant and staff for your
support, your time, and your generosity for our library.

Louise R. Kremzner
Library Trustee
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CANAAN TOWN LIBRARY TREASURER'S REPORT
Balance on Hand {12/31/91i

$4975.07

Receipts
Balance on Hand (12/31/90;
Tovn Appropriations

16,025.00

3,987.94

Income From Trust Funds

1,269.36

Fines/lost books
Gifts

2,625.00

758.96

Grants

Interest
Book Sales

584.95
385.00

Copier

79.00

Total Receipts

25,715.21

Disbursements
Books

12,626.02
260.93

Postage

Supplies

1,187.03
951.64

Special Programs

Telephone

296.34

Periodicals
Services

913.88

1,258.33

Dues/Pro. Journals

444.00

Nev Equipment

948.29

Audio-Visual

1,853.68

Total Disbursements

20,740.14

Respectfully submitted,
Louise R. Kreazner, Treasurer
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Refunds

CANAAN TOWN LIBRARY
1991 LIBRARIAN'S REPORT

Volumes on hand, January

1,

1991

24,326

Volunes added

1^246
25,572

Voluies discarded

592

Volumes on hand, December 31, 1991
Records on hand, January

1,

24,980
250

1991

Records discarded

250

Records on hand, December 31, 1991
Videos on hand, January

1,

00

1991

73

Videos added

_99

Videos on hand, December 31, 1991

172

Books on Tape on hand, January
Books on Tape added

1,

1991

52

_71

Books on Tape on hand, December 31, 1991

Active cards

123

937

Circulation
Non-fiction

Juvenile

Magazines

7,051

3,196

16,003

Records

Videos

Audios

1,632
Total

104

2,322

473

30,781

Fiction

Books borrowed from other libraries
Books lent to other libraries

22

Louise M. Cady, Librarian
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CANAAN WATER DEPARTMENT REPORT

To collect for the year ended 31 December 1991:

Uncollected water charges from 1990
Water customer charges - two billings
Water customer installation

$

292.50

18,842.34
608.32

19,743.16
Late charges added on delinquent bills

490.00

Other

5.30

Total

$20,238.46

Remitted to the treasurer during 1991:
Water customer charges

MEETING HOUSE COMMITTEE
During 1991 the Meeting House was used a total of twenty
five times, tripling last year's activities.
We are finding that in addition to the many fund raising

events held at the Old Meeting House, a number of individuals
and groups are recognizing that this building is a most suitable
spot for their scheduled meetings and gatherings.
This year the balcony railing was installed by local
most welcome addition to the interior of the

craftsmen,

a

building!

In addition to this,

the south side of the building

vas given a much needed coat of paint.
In 1992 renovation will begin on the tover entry way and

the stairs vhich lead to the balcony.

The north side of the

building will receive a new coat of paint as veil.

Treasurer's Balance, January

1,

1991

Income

$23,827.32
7,266.76
9.546.41

Expenses
Balance on Hand, December 31, 1991

Respectfully submitted,
Janes R. Miller II, Chairman

Thomas Geoghegan
Lisa Grisvold
Mark A. Larsen

Nan Munsey

Benjamin Yamashita
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$21,547.67

CANAAN HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION
During 1991 the Canaan Street Historic District Commission
Eight special meetings vere held
held eleven regular meetings.
Of these
at the Selectmen's Office and the Old Meeting House.
some vere average and some quite lively. During the year ve had
eleven applications for various types of buildings. All eleven
vere approved.
Most of the projects vere relatively minor including some

backyard decks and porches, siding, foundation vails and roof
shingling.
During the year there vere tvo instances of complaints.
One concerning an overabundance of livestock and the ensuing
noise, as veil as an add-on-shed built in the district vithout

Historic District Commission approval.

situation has not been resolved.
The second complaint concerned

a

At this time this

sign placed in front of

the Old Meeting House, also vithout District approval.

The

raising of this issue initiated some lengthy discussion as to
the proper placement of signs on Canaan Street, vho may place
There vere
them there, and vhat type of signs are acceptable.
proposals for ladder type signs being constructed. Businesses
in the area vould be printed on this type of sign.
I vould like to remind the residents of Canaan that the
Canaan Historic District Commission meetings are held on the
third Thursday of each month at 7:30pra. Meetings are held at
the Selectmen's Office during the colder months, and at the Old
Meeting House during the summer months. All are velcome. Please

caU

the chairman to verify the time and place.

Sincerely,
Gregory Bogdanich, Chairman (1991)
Mary H. Noordsy, Clerk (1991)
Daniel W. Fleetham (1992)
Charles C. Bent II (1993)
Leon Kremzner, (1993)
John Carter, Alternate (1993)
James Crovell, Planning Board Representative
Milton Wilson, Selectmen's Representative
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CANAAN HISTORIC DISTRICT MUSEUM
As vlth the past several years,

the Museum vas open from

Memorial Day through Labor Day with a number of visitors from
We raised a modest amount of cash through
near and far.

donations at the door and ve entertained a special group of
school children. We look forward to setting up some programs
for the coming summer and letting more people know of our
interesting collection.
For those of you who have not yet
visited us, please stop in next summer.
For those of you who
have visited us in the past, come back and discover articles you
missed on your last trip.

Respectfully submitted,
Margo

T.

Pinkerton, Chairman

Daniel W. Fleetham, Vice Chairman

Reginald

E.

Barney

Soyna Carter
John Q. Ricard

Mary Wyman
Harold Wyman
Milton A. Wilson, Selectman
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ADVANCE TRANSIT, INC.
Advance Transit, Inc. is a not for profit organization that
provides public transportation services to the Upper Valley
towns of Hartford, Norwich, and Thetford, Vermont, and Canaan,
Enfield, Hanover, Lebanon, and Lyme, Nev Hampshire.

Advance

Transit is overseen by a Board of Directors comprised of
representatives from the towns, institutions, and riders served

by the system.
Service levels, schedules, and fares have been maintained
at the same level they were last year.

However, due to the move

of the Dartmouth Hitchcock Medical Center,

it was

necessary to

adjust schedules in October in order to provide service into the
new facility. This presented a challenge, but also an
opportunity.
Passengers were surveyed to determine personal
schedule requirements and preferences.

Every attempt was made

to offer a schedule that would allow existing riders to continue

using the service.

It seems that this was successfully

accomplished. Other schedule adjustments were made, based on
riders' comments, that actually improved schedules.
Hopefully,
this will serve to encourage more people to start using the

service.

Advance Transit received some free consulting services this
year to develop plans for a badly needed maintenance and

operations facility.

The study, which will be completed in

January, 1992 will identify a preferred site, a conceptual

facility design, and most importantly, a financing plan for the
facility. Advance Transit will take this information and then
prepare and submit grant applications to the appropriate funding

agencies.

We will make a special report to the Board of

Selectmen once the capital needs and financing study is
complete.
This project will most likely be the single largest
undertaking in Advance Transit's history.
Thank you for your support this year.

If you

live near the

bus route and haven't tried our service, make 1992 the year to

do so!

Respectfully submitted,
Van J. Chestnut

Executive Director
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GRAFTON COUNTY SENIOR CITIZENS
COUNCIL
The purpose of Grafton County Senior Citizens Council vill
be to promote, develop and reinforce programs vhich support and

enhance the health, vell-being, dignity and Independence of
older adults living in Grafton County.
GCSCC vill assume a leadership position vith respect to

identifying the needs and concerns of older people and vill seek
to inform the public of such needs.

GCSCC vill vork to promote the concept of community focal
points on aging vhere older persons and their families as
individuals or groups come together to obtain access to
comprehensive services.
Such community focal points vill

facilitate participation in activities vhich enhance their
dignity, support their independence and encourage their

involvement in and vith the community.

GCSCC vill strive to be a source of public information on
aging issues, community education, advocacy, the development of
nev approaches to aging issues and opportunities for community
involvement of older people.
GCSCC, through its local programs vill seek to provide a
broad range of group and individual activities and services

designed to respond to the interrelated needs and interests of
older people.

GCSCC vill provide specific programs, services and

educational opportunities in a variety of settings according to
the availability of resources.

Programs and services vill be
based upon the foUoving beliefs:
*

*

Older people are individuals and adults vith ambitions,
capabilities and creative capacities.

Older people are capable of continued grovth and

development.
*

Older people, like all people, have certain basic
needs, including opportunities for relationships and to

experience a sense of achievement.
*

Older people, like all people, need access to sources
of information, help for personal and family problems
and the opportunity to learn from individuals coping
vith similar experiences.

*

Older people have a right to make choices and to be a
part of decision making processes regarding issues

vhich affect their lives.
*

The Agency is obliged to create and maintain a climate
of respect, trust and support, and to provide
opportunities for older people to exercise their skills

and to develop their potential as experienced adults
70

within the context of the whole community to which they
belong and to which they bring their wisdom, experience
and insight.

GCSCC will pursue its mission in the most cost effective
manner and through coordination with other agencies and
community services.
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GRAFTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS' 1991 REPORT
In a continuing effort to communicate more directly vith
Grafton County citizens, ve take great pleasure in submitting
the following report for your information.
During the past year the County Nursing Home has continued

to provide excellent care for approximately 120 elderly and

infirm residents, while complying vith the increased demands of

new federal regulations.

In November ve opened a unit designed

to meet the needs of patients vith Alzheimer's disease and

similar afflictions; this has been very veil received by

residents, families and staff.
Inmates in the House of Corrections have benefited from the
Thresholds/Decision-making program, taught by volunteers vho
help their clients prepare for more productive lives in jail and
on the outside.
A grant from the Attorney General's Office has
also provided us vith a substance abuse counselor for the jail.

Nev projects are also initiated at the Country Farm. The
piggery vas reinstituted (20 piglets vere born to 3 sovs in
October), and a lilac nursery vas added through the State Lilac
Commission (lilacs vill be ready for distribution to public

agencies in the spring).

The farm also planted extra potatoes

for contribution to local food pantries throughout the county, a

project ve plan to continue in future years.
Since September, the Commissioners have vorked vith the

Sheriff, Assistant Sheriff and members of the County Legislative

Delegation to reviev the County Dispatch Center and revise the
fees charged for telephone ansvering and radio dispatching
services.
Discounts vere eliminated for 1992 and fees based on
actual use are planned, beginning in 1993.

Copies of the Study

Committee's report are available at the Commissioner's Office.
For the second year in a rov ve vere able to reduce County
The
taxes, vhile maintaining necessary County services.
Commissioners intend to continue to hold the line on expenses,
but do expect a modest tax increase next year due to the
elimination of surpluses generated by unanticipated increases in

nursing home revenues.
This past year the County distributed over $78,000 in State
Incentive Funds to local agencies to prevent out-of-home
placements of troubled children and youth. The County also

provides a Youth and Family Mediation Program available free of
charge in the Lebanon, Littleton and Plymouth areas.
The Board of Commissioners has made great strides in
expanding efforts to inform our constituents about county
government.

Tours of county facilities, a mock trial for school

children, and an open house took place during County Government
Week in April, and plans are undervay for an even broader

program for the coming year (April 5-11).
72

We held a special

information session for local officials in September, have
spoken to school and civic groups, and developed a slide
presentation to shov people what the county does.
In closing, ve vish to express our sincere appreciation to
local officials and agencies and the citizens for continued
The
interest and cooperation in our efforts to serve you.
A.M. on
9:15
meetings
at
public is invited to attend our regular
North
Building
in
Administration
Thursdays at the County
The Commissioners also welcome the opportunity to
Please
speak or shov our slides to students or civic groups.
to
information
or
call our office at 787-6941 for further

Haverhill.

request a speaker.

Respectfully submitted,
Betty Jo Taffe, Chairman, District 13
Gerard J. Zeiller, Vice Chairman, District II
Raymond S. Burton, Clerk, District 12
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CANAAN F.A.S.T., INC.
This has been a busy year for the Canaan FAST Squad; runs

are up by 42.2%.
We have added several new members to the squad this year

and have been working hard to upgrade our communications in

order to provide a quicker response time vith more control.
Our
goal is to provide every member of the FAST Squad vith radio

communications so that emergency situations will be handled
promptly and efficiently.
We have two members in an EMT-Intermediate Course.

This

will enable us to give advanced care to the patient much sooner.

Our objective is to reduce the time a patient needs to remain in
the hospital and to make the ordeal of serious illness less

traumatic for

the patient.

We vill continue to provide the best service ve can.

We

welcome any suggestions or comments that may help us to help
you!

Our records are available to the public.

They may be

viewed at the Selectmen's Office or contact the FAST Squad at
523-4343.

AMBULANCE RUN BREAKDOWN
TOWN
Canaan

RUNS

AHB. MILES

AMD. HOURS

IPERS

MAN HRS

Administration

24 HOUR

HEADREST
HOTLINE (603) 448-4400

Headrest is applying to the Town of Canaan for level
We have been very grateful for the
funding in 1992 of $2050.
support the Town has given us in the past, and ve hope Headrest
While Headrest has six
will lerit the same amount this year.

separate programs in house, this money

is

needed specifically to

support our 24-Hour Hotline and Teenline crisis intervention and
information and referral services.
It

is

vorth noting this year, as ve mark the 20th.

anniversary of the start of the Headrest 24-Hour Hotline, that
this important service has been available to people in need of
help in a crisis every hour of every day or night, including
every holiday, every weekend, every heat vave, every snov storm,
We are keenly aware that generous
support from the Town of Canaan has played a significant role in
helping us achieve that record, and that is why the Town's
active support remains so important to all of us at Headrest.
As ve enjoy Canaan's ongoing support, we feel the Headrest
etc. since January, 1971.

24-Hour Hotline and Teenline have given us many ways to play a
major role in the community:

Headrest is able to be of assistance in suicide crises
because ve are the only agency in the Upper Valley, and far
beyond, to achieve National Certification from the American

Association of Suicidology. This year we have begun to offer
trainings for area police and groups of EMT'S in dealing with
suicidal individuals, which Canaan people were invited to join.
Headrest 24-Hour Hotline workers and Teenline volunteers
have special expertise in handling calls from people whose lives
have been affected by the abuse of alcohol and other drugs.
People who answer the crisis phones at Headrest are also trained
to be understanding, respect the caller, and lend emotional
support in a non-judgiental way.
The Teenline will probably total about 500 calls this year
from adolescents who need support for making healthy choices in

the face of peer pressure, or who may just need a caring
We think the
listener to help sort out personal issues.
Teenline is also the most valuable volunteer experience a young
person can have because of the quality of the Headrest training

that volunteers receive.
The Information and Referral service enables people to call
Headrest whenever they have a question or problem, but are not
Our new computerized I & R data base
sure where to turn.
includes information on tenant's rights, day care, all kinds of

specialized counseling services, and details on
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a

myriad of area

support groups.
If people knov one place to call, Headrest, we
can help them get started on locating the services or resources
they need on a whole range of issues.

Headrest has worked closely with ACoRN, the AIDS Community
Resource Network, to make support and information about the HIV
virus more accessible to Canaan and other Upper Valley
residents.
In fact, ACoRN's new flyer directs people to call
the Headrest 24-Hour Hotline to connect with someone who can
give thei the answers they need.

This request for funding is to ensure that the 24-Hour
Hotline and the Teenline will be able to continue their
important service to Canaan and surrounding towns.
As the
non-United Way and non-county part of the cost for these two

programs for 1992 is expected to be $56,500, we would be very
pleased to receive level funding of $2050 from the Canaan town
budget.
Headrest is one of the area's most frugal agencies, a

quality that enhances our ability to serve homeless and
disadvantaged persons. We continue to rely very heavily on
volunteer support for the 24-Hour Hotline and Teenline, and we
also benefit from the efforts of the Upper Valley Interfaith
Coalition Against Homelessness, volunteer drivers in the AA
community, an activist volunteer Board of Trustees, and

substantial amounts of in kind donations, especially of food and

clothing to support the shelter program.
In kind donations to
Headrest for the year 1990 exceeded $53,000.
The staff. Board and volunteers at Headrest all appreciate
the partnership we have formed with the Town of Canaan and trust

that the relationship will continue.
Sincerely,
David Shumway, Director
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MASCOMA HOME HEALTH SERVICES

We are pleased to have the opportunity to report on the
activities of Mascoma Home Health Services for 1991, our twenty

second year of providing home and coumunity health care to the
residents of your community.
This has been a year of tremendous grovth in the need and
Nursing visits alone have
request for home care services.
We are proud of our staff of nurses, therapists,
increased 60%.
homemakers, and parent aides. Their
aides,
home health
and skill in caring for people in their
dedication,
experience,

homes have made it possible for us to meet this challenge.
The Maternal and Child Health Program is available to young
This program includes a veil child
families in the community.
clinic with an enrollment of 175 children, 0-6 years of age vho
receive immunizations, physical exams, vision screening, and

information on nutrition, dental care, safety, and child
development. Follov-up home visits to some children and
families are made by nurses specializing in pediatric care and
parent aides, to help them care for themselves and their
children in the most productive and positive vay possible. This
year we have added a Respite Child Care program available to
families enrolled in our programs.

Community clinics, including monthly blood pressure
screenings, routine foot care, and a yearly Flu Vaccine clinic
are also a part of the health promotion activities of the
Anyone is welcome to attend these clinics.
This year the professional staff has made 10,056 home
visits.
In the Town of Canaan 2720 visits were made; 407

agency.

individuals received services in all programs.
On behalf of the Board of Directors made up of community
volunteers, the staff and the people who are helped by our care,
We
a thank you for your part in making our program possible.
look forward to working with you in the coming year.

Respectfully submitted,
Janet G. Knight
Executive Director
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HOSPICE OF THE UPPER VALLEY, INC.
Hospice of the Upper Valley, Inc. (HUV) is a voluntary,
community based human service organization which addresses
issues of life-threatening illness, death, and bereavement.
Our
emphasis is on caring; ve encourage ourselves and others to
attend to the wholeness of each person, and to affirm, as veil
as support one another, caregivers and clients alike in the
spirit of love.
Services include: direct patient/family care; volunteer,
professional, and community education; patient/family advocacy;
case management; and influence in the development of public
policy.
The work of volunteers in the delivery of
patient/family care is the mainstay of Hospice.
Going back to 1978 when a steering committee carried out a
formal needs assessment which shoved the need for a Hospice
program, Hospice of the Upper Valley was established to assist
patients and families who are dealing with life-threatening
illness, death, and grief.
It has succeeded in its mission by
being "plugged in" with other area medical, social, and human
service providers.
This past year the Board of Directors re-examined the 1988
strategic plan and reconfirmed the need for the continuance of
services.
In fiscal year 1990, Hospice of the Upper valley
helped 554 patients, families, and friends in Its four
categories of service: ancillary medical support, bereavement
care, short-term counseling, and Information and referral.

Hospice of the Upper Valley Is the only provider of respite

services for the terminally 111 in the Upper Valley.

Hospice

continues to coordinate Its service delivery and cooperation
with other operations In the Upper Valley. HUV coordinates with
other providers In the following ways:
Hospice Interdisciplinary Team: The team consists of a
community physician, an oncologist, hone health nurses, a
hospital discharge planner, a social worker from a local senior
center, a community clergy person, a Hospice volunteer, and the
Hospice Staff (nurse, social worker, and volunteer coordinator)
and meets on a bi-weekly basis.
HUV's participation In the Hospice Regional Network (HRN).
The HRN Is a Medicare certified Hospice comprised of seven area
home health agencies and five voluntary hospices.

HUV's linkage through staff Involvement with ACoRN (AIDS
Community Resource Network).
As of July 1, 1991 HUV has contracted with Home and
Community Health Care of the Upper Valley, Inc. (HCHC) to
purchase administrative services (Executive Director). Timothy
Klttredge, the Executive Director of HCHC, is now the director
of Hospice of the Upper Valley through his management contract.
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This vill reduce HUV's administrative expenses and vill also
provide a closer link between the tvo agencies.

Hospice of the Upper Valley continues to request funds from
municipalities based upon the cost of care of its tvo service
components, care and education.
Between 1989 and 1990, HUV saw
a 23.3% increase in the number of individuals receiving direct
Hospice Care. We recognize that municipalities are facing
similar funding shortages in this difficult economic period, so
we are requesting a 3.0% increase over our prior year's request
from all towns to support Hospice.
Therefore, we are requesting
$775 from the Town of Canaan to support both direct patient care

and education.

Through national studies Hospice care has been shown to be
A large portion of the cost in medical care is

cost effective.

spent providing care to individuals during the last months of
life.
Hospice reduces this expense by enabling people to stay
at home longer and/or die at home, thereby alleviating the high

cost of institutional care.
HUV's volunteers gave over 5,200 hours of service during
fiscal year 1990 in the form of administrative and

patient/family support.

We feel that the rates of $134.44 and

$12.27 per hour for Hospice care and education are low for the
services delivered.

Anyone can call for Hospice help
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(603)

448-5182

RECYCLING COMMITTEE
With only five
1991 vas a year of growth for recycling.
months experience behind us, volunteers braved the winter months
In the spring we received the white
with a new warming hut.
trailer to replace the rental unit, and soon after we purchased
the "Green Goblin." These purchases were made possible by
matching State funds. Cages for plastic were recently modified
for more efficient transportation.

This year's goals include increasing efficiency in handling
and hauling, and a proposal for collecting auto wastes (oil,
tires, batteries).
The success of recycling depends upon Town participation.
In this sense we are all volunteers, and we have shown our

support by recycling over 100 tons in 1991. The recent merging
of the Recycling Center with the Transfer Station reflects an
Making
effort to simplify all aspects of waste disposal.

recycling easier should result in even more tonnage in 1992.
Many recyclists say that they have much less trash going
This concern for how we deal with waste
into the compactor.
enables Canaan to look forward to a comprehensive waste
management plan in 1992 and beyond.

Respectfully submitted,
Recycling Committee

81

UPPER VALLEY HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE COMMITTEE
The Upper Valley Household Hazardous Waste Committee held
its eighth annual collection of household hazardous waste

materials on Hay

4,

1991.

The 1990 annual collection collected 53 drums, and about 100

cars had to be turned avay due to budget restraints.
In 1991,
due to an increased budget, no one had to be turned avay and 60

drums vere collected.

Last May over 383 households vere served.

This increase in community participation shows that citizens are

aware of the importance of keeping toxic materials out of
landfills and are willing to support such a program with their
own efforts.
The Committee receives the major portion of its financial

support from regional landfills in the Upper Valley.

In

addition, contributions from local businesses and organizations,

grants from the states of New Hampshire and Vermont, and on-site

donations have made it possible for us to conduct eight annual
However, each year costs increase for the
Collection Days.
disposal of the hazardous materials at out-of-state licensed
facilities.

This year the Committee is looking for additional

funds so that all residents who come to the site can be served.
The next Collection Day will be held on Saturday, May
1992.

Area residents are welcome.

Respectfully submitted,
Colin High, Chairman
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UPPER VALLEY LAKE SUNAPEE COUNCIL
There are nine Regional Planning Commissions in Nev
Like the others, the Upper
Hampshire and twelve in Vermont.
non-profit corporation
private,
Valley Lake Sunapee Council is a
Overall our duties fall into two
enabled by state legislation.
categories: 1) Providing services to member towns. 2) Addressing

regional issues.
Four types of basic service are available to member towns:

Information: We maintain a library of pertinent planning
information and have a capable staff with expertise in many

areas of planning.
Advice: This is perhaps our most valuable service. We
spend a lot of time on the telephone and in our office simply

giving advice on planning issues based on our cumulative
experience and expertise.
Hands-On Help: "Hands-on" services are one step beyond
Examples include: reviewing an ordinance, providing a
advice.
linkage to a state or federal program, reviewing a proposed
development project, explaining how a certain aspect of planning
usually works and investigating what is appropriate in a given
situation, exploring alternative solutions for a particular
problem.

In-Depth Support: We do transportation planning, master
plans, ordinances, natural resource planning, capital
improvement programs, impact fee studies, opinion surveys,
impact studies for large projects, and other special studies of
A number of towns also take advantage of our
circuit rider planning program. Usually, we must charge in
addition to dues for support in depth, to meet our expenses and
break even.
This type of support is available only to member
communities (we do not do any work for private companies or
individuals), and at a far lower cost than comparable expertise

many sorts.

from a private consulting firm.

Regional Issues: We also provide a forum for regional
Currently we are working regionally on community
development, economic development, solid waste, hazardous waste,
transportation, housing, and studies related to Lake Sunapee and
We are almost always able to support
the Connecticut River.
issues.

Some of
these efforts with state funds and/or special grants.
the state funding does vary depending on how much local support
we have via dues.

During 1990, I'VLSC was involved in a wide variety of
activities:
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)

As in the past several years, provided consultation and
(Which
help to over tvo-thirds of the local communities.
tvo-thirds this is varies; not all communities request help

every year.
Continued to work vith the Geographical Information System
We completed a regional land use analysis and began voik
(GIS).
on region-vide data layers for base naps, including municipal
We vere
boundaries, roads, vater bodies, and rail lines.
designated an official Service Center by the Vermont Office of
We vere also instrumental in getting our Vermont tovns to
GIS.
the top of the list for state-funded base mapping of tax plat
We also began GIS project vork for Hartford and Thetford.

maps.

Continued to promote

a

consistent land use classification

system for both Nev Hampshire and Vermont to use in GIS mapping.
This
Developed a Land Use element for the Regional Plan.
included creating a series of four regional land use maps using
the GIS.

Met repeatedly vith state officials and agency
representatives to influence policy and help keep the region an
active participant in many ongoing programs.

Maintained a library of regional data, and ansvered
numerous requests for information.
Assisted the Upper Valley Solid Waste District (on the Nev
Hampshire side), sponsored a number of meetings of the District,
vorked tovard revising the District plan to accommodate comments
from the state of Nev Hampshire, and vorked tovard

implementation of regional solid vaste solutions vhere
appropriate.

Continued to make available the services of a recycling
Among other things, ve
coordinator to Nev Hampshire tovns.
assisted in a number of successful grant applications for
recycling projects.
Continued to administer the Upper Valley Household
Hazardous Waste Collection program. Helped move the program
tovard providing some form of year-round collection efforts,
coupled vith increased public education.
Participated in a second year of statevide dialogue
regarding Impact Fee legislation during the legislative session
in Nev Hampshire.

Sponsored local sessions of the NH Municipal Lav Lecture
series.

Participated in the Governor's Council for the 21st.
Century.

Administered a number of Community Development Block
Grants.
These grants have brought several million dollars vorth
of rehabilitation and municipal improvement funds into the
region during the past fev years. Only 2 of the 9 regional

planning agencies in Nev Hampshire provide this service.
Continued to work vith the computer model developed during
the Upper Valley Transportation Study to assess the traffic
impacts of several large proposed development projects, and to
assess the impacts of changes to the roadway network.
Provided technical assistance to Advance Transit and County
Coach.

Worked closely with the Upper Valley Land Trust, Society
the Trust for New

for the Protection of New Hampshire Forests,

Hampshire Lands, and the Connecticut River Watershed Council to
protect open space and conserve important parcels of land.
Continued to participate in and work with the Connecticut
River Valley Resource Commission.
This commission allows New
Hampshire towns in the Connecticut River Valley to join together
in

addressing issues such as growth, development, and

preservation of the natural environment.
Completely revised and updated our Regional Profile and
distributed copies to member towns.
The Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Council also provides

specific services to communities on a contract basis. As
requested by the communities, the Council conducted impact
studies regarding proposed development, worked on

amendments/updates to local ordinances and regulations, drafted
new ordinances, performed capital improvement programs, and
provided general mapping, drafting, and other technical
assistance.
The Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Council looks forward to
serving your community during the coming year. Please feel free
to contact us for more information about specific activities in

your community, or whenever we can be of assistance.
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REPORT OF TOWN MEETING, 1991

Moderator Daniel W. Fleetham reconvened the 1991 Annual
Canaan Tovn Meeting at l:00pra on 16 March 1991 at the Canaan
Elementary School gymnasium to take up Articles 2 through 20.
The moderator presented the rules for the running of the
2) only legally-registered voters from
1) no smoking,

meeting:

Canaan may exercise their voting rights,

3)

a

person must be

recognized by the chair prior to his speaking and then he must
direct all comments through the chair, 4) all discussion must be
germane to the article on the floor,

5)

all amendments must be

in writing and only one may be on the floor at a time,
6) all
makers of motions and all those who second such should stand and
also give their names, and 7) the right to speak as veil as the

right to be heard will be respected.
Next the results of the election of tovn officers from 12

March vere read.

Milton Wilson made a motion to vaive the reading of
2 through 20, and R. Barnett Jamison seconded the

articles
motion.

By voice vote, the motion to vaive the varrant reading

was accepted.

Article

2:

To see if the Tovn vill vote to raise and

appropriate the sum of six hundred thirty
thousand dollars ($630,000.00) for the

reconstruction and renovation of the existing tovn
office building; such sum to be raised through the
issuance of bonds and notes under and in compliance
with the Municipal Finance Act, RSA 33:1, et seq.,
as amended; to authorize the Selectmen to apply for,
obtain and accept federal, state or other aid, if
any, vhich may be available for said project and to

comply with all laws applicable thereto; to
authorize the Selectmen to issue, negotiate, sell
and deliver said bonds and notes and to determine
the rate of interest thereon and the maturity and
other terms thereof; to authorize the Selectmen to
take any other action or to pass any other vote
(Two-thirds ballot vote required;
relative thereto.
polls to remain open for at least one hour.) (Budget

Committee recommends)
Milton Wilson made a motion to accept Article 2 as
read; Ernst Schori seconded the motion.
A presentation was given by James Crowell with
Martha Pusey and Cynthia Neily about the findings of
the Town Hall Study Committee; much discussion
followed.
After a motion to move the question was
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made by Vern Mines, seconded by Dale Barney, and

accepted by the voters by voice vote, a motion,
given by Milton Wilson and seconded by R. Barnett
Jamison, to allov those voters present to vote and
then to take up Article

3

while keeping the polls

open for at least one hour, vas accepted by voice
vote.

The moderator opened the polls at 1:46pm for Article
2.

Article

3:

To see if the Town vill vote to raise and

appropriate the

sura

of six hundred seventy thousand

dollars ($670,000.00) for the construction of a nev
town office building; such sum to be raised through
the issuance of bonds and notes under and in

compliance vith the Municipal Finance Act, RSA 33:1,
to authorize the Selectmen to

et seq., as amended;

apply for, obtain and accept federal, state or other
if any, which may be available for said project
and to comply with all laws applicable thereto; to
aid,

authorize the Selectmen to issue, negotiate, sell
and deliver said bonds or notes and to determine the
rate of interest thereon; to authorize the Selectmen
to take any other action or to pass any other vote

related thereto.

(Two-thirds ballot vote required;

polls to remain open for at least one hour.)

Committee does not recommend.)

(Budget

After Article

3

was read, Milton Wilson made a motion to table

Article

3

until completion of Article 8, the intent

being to allow the assembly time to vote on Article
2; William Tansey seconded the motion and, after a
voice vote in the affirmative. Article 3 was tabled

until the outcome of Article

Article

4:

8.

Shall the Town of Canaan adopt the provisions of RSA

72:43-f for the adjusted elderly exemptions from

property tax?
These statutes provide for the following exemptions,
based on assessed value,

for qualified taxpayers:

for a person 65 years of age up to age 75 years,

$10,000.00; for a person 75 years of age up to 80
years, $15,000.00; for a person 80 years of age or
older, $20,000.00.
To qualify, the person must have
been a New Hampshire resident for at least five

years; own the real estate individually or jointly,
or,

if the real estate

is owned by his spouse,

must have been married for at least

5

years.

they
In

addition, the tax payer must have a net income of
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.

less than $10,000 or,

if

married,

a

combined net

income of less than $12,000.00, and own assets of

$30,000.00 or less, excluding the value of the
person's residence.
A motion to accept Article

4

as read vas made by

James Crovell and seconded by Robert Sullivan.
(proposed change to wording in the

Amendment:

...To qualify, the person
explanation of Article 4)
must have been a New Hampshire property-ovner for at

least

5

years and own the property individually, or

jointly vith a spouse to whom he/she has been
married at least
payer.

5

years.

In addition,

the tax

.

The amendment vas made by Priscilla Stoner and

seconded by Judith Kushner.

By voice vote,

the

amendment vas defeated.
On a paper ballot (185 votes cast). Article 4 vas
approved vith 158 YES, 26 NO, and 1 spoiled vote.

Article

2

results:
At 3:11pm,

the moderator declared the polls vere

closed for voting on Article

2.

128 vere NO and 78 vere YES.

Of 206 ballots cast,

The moderator declared Article

Article

5:

2

defeated.

To see if the Tovn vill vote to authorize the

Selectmen, until directed to the contrary at a

subsequent meeting, to appoint the road agent

commencing vith the 1992 Tovn meeting.
A motion to accept Article 5 as read vas made by

Elmer Shuttlevorth and seconded by Robert Sullivan.
After discussion, the moderator put the article to

voice vote; Article

Article

G:

5

vas defeated.

To see if the Tovn vill vote to authorize the

Selectmen to apply for, accept, and expend, vithout
further action by Tovn Meeting, money from the
State, Federal or other governmental units or a
private source vhich may become available during the
ensuing year, provided that such expenditure be made
for the purposes for vhich a tovn may appropriate
money that such expenditures not require expenditure
of other tovn funds.

Further, the Selectmen vill hold a public hearing
prior to accepting and spending the money.

RSA 31:95-b.

Benjamin Yamashita made a motion to accept Article

6

as read: Milton Wilson seconded the motion.

Article

6

vas voted in the affirmative by voice

vote.

Article

7:

To see if the Town of Canaan will authorize the

prepayment of property taxes due the town to the Tax
Collector as provided in RSA 80:52-a.
A motion to accept Article 7 as read vas made by

Clayton Stark and seconded by Brenda Souza. Article
7 vas voted in the affirmative by voice vote.

Article

8:

To see if the Tovn vill authorize the Selectmen to
dispose of tax-deeded property to the highest bidder
of a properly advertised public auction, except that
the Selectmen may reconvey residential properties
still occupied by the previous ovner to that ovner
on such terms and conditions as the Selectmen deem

just.

In no event shall the total considerations be

less than the unpaid taxes, plus interest and costs,

and any other related expenses that the Tovn has
incurred.
A motion to accept Article

8

as read vas made by

William Craig and seconded by James Crovell.
Article

8

vas voted in the affirmative by voice

vote.

Article

3:

brought back on the table:
Mark Larsen made a motion to table indefinitely

Article

3;

Ingrid Curtis seconded the motion.

Article 3 vas tabled indefinitely after voice vote
approval from the voters present.

Article

9:

To see if the Tovn vill vote to authorize the

Selectmen to accept gifts in the name of the Tovn of
Canaan.
A motion to accept Article

9

as read vas made by

Jonathan Putnam and seconded by Pat Kilton.
9

Article

3

Article

vas voted in the affirmative by voice vote.

brought back on the table:

William Tansey made a motion to take Article
the Table.

3

off

Pat Kilton seconded the motion.

By voice vote, Article

3

vas taken off

the table.

Pat Kilton made a motion to table Article

3

until

the 1993 Tovn Meeting; William Tansey seconded the

notion.

The motion vas vithdravn.
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Bill Tansey made a motion to table Article

3

so

that it could not be brought up again on 16 March
1991 at Town Meeting.

motion.

Lee Moses seconded the

Then that motion vas vithdravn.

Philip Cobbin gave a motion to vote on Article
as read; Pat Kilton seconded the motion.
At 3:37pm,

3

the moderator opened the polls for

voting by ballot on Article

3.

Polls were to

remain open for at least one hour, but after the

assembly had had time to vote, the assembly
agreed to continue vith the articles by taking up
Article 10.

Article 10: To see if the Tovn will vote to authorize the

Selectmen to borrow such sums of money in
anticipation of taxes as may be needed to meet the
necessary running expenses of the Town.
A motion to accept Article 10 as read was made by

William Tansey and seconded by R. Barnett Jamison.
Article 10 was voted in the affirmative by voice
vote.

Article 11: To see if the Town will vote to direct the Board of

Selectmen to institute semi-annual collection of
property taxes in a manner set out in RSA 76:15-b.
Implementation of this article to take effect in
1991.

A motion to accept Article 11 as read was made by
Jonathan Putnam and seconded by Edward Lary.

After a lively discussion, vote was taken by hand
count.
The moderator declared, with the vote being
49 YES to overwhelming NO, that Article 11 was

defeated.

Article 12: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the
withdrawal of $6,000.00 from the Capital Reserve
fund for the purchase of two sanders for the Highway

department.

(Budget Committee recommends)

A motion to accept Article 12 as read was made by

Mark Larsen and seconded by R. Barnett Jamison.
Article 12 was voted in the affirmative by voice
vote.

Article 13:

(By petition) To see if the Town will vote to

increase the road maintenance appropriation by the
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amount of tventy-five thousand dollars ($25,000.00)
in order to begin to pave or hard surface the now
dirt road/roads known as Back Bay, Fernvood Farms,
Clark Hill and/or Stevens beginning near the
residence of Al Lawrence on Back Bay and thence

continuing in an easterly and northerly direction as
far as this sura of money will provide. (Budget
Committee does not recommend)
Jonathan Putnam made a motion to accept Article 13
as read; Mark Larsen seconded the motion.

By voice vote in the negative. Article 13 was

defeated.

Article 14:

(By petition) To see if the Town will vote to raise

and appropriate the sum of four thousand fifteen

dollars ($4,015.00) to be added to line item number
5115.05 to bring the total amount of that line item
number 5115.05 to twelve thousand five hundred
fifteen dollars ($12,515.00) of which three thousand
fifteen ($3,015.00) would be put into Engine 12 and
one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) would be put in the

general maintenance account.

(Budget Committee does

not recommend)
A motion to accept Article 14 as read was given by

Dale Barney and seconded by Douglas Belloir.
With a request from more than five legally
registered voters, the moderator announced that a

paper ballot would be used for Article 14.
A total of 148 votes were cast: 87 YES and 61 NO.
The moderator declared that Article 14 passed.

Article

3

results:
The moderator declared that the polls were closed
for voting on Article

3

at 4:56pm.

The vote was as follows: 18 YES and 165 NO.
The moderator declared that Article 3 was defeated.

Article 15: (By petition) To see if the Town will vote to raise
and appropriate the sum of two thousand dollars
($2,000.00) to be added to the Fire Department
budget line item number 5115.06 to bring the total
amount of line item number 5115.06 to eight thousand
one hundred ninety dollars ($8,190.00), this money
to be used to replace five (5) sets of turn out
gear.

(Budget Committee does not recommend)

A motion to accept Article 15 as read was made by

William Bellion and seconded by Kathryn Carlson.
Article 15 was voted in the affirmative by voice
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vote.

Article 16:

(By petition) To see if the Town will vote to raise

and appropriate the

sura

of tvo thousand three

hundred fifty dollars ($2,350.00) to be added to
line item number 5115.04 to bring the total amount
of line item number 5115.04 to five thousand three

hundred five dollars ($5,305.00), this money is to
(5) of our existing pagers.

be used to replace five

(Budget Committee does not recommend)
motion to accept Article 16 as read vas made by

A

Douglas Belloir and seconded by Duane Mansur.
Article 16 vas voted in the affirmative by voice
vote.

Article 17:

(By petition) To see if the Town will vote to raise
and appropriate the sum of six thousand dollars

($6,000.00) of the third and last installment of
5-inch hose as established in 1989's Tovn Meeting.
(Budget Committee does not recommend)
A motion to accept Article 17 as read vas made by
Douglas Hammond and seconded by Duane Mansur.
Article 17 vas approved by voice vote of the

voters.

Article 18: To see if the Tovn vill raise and appropriate the
sum of $2,145,502.00 to defray Tovn charges during
the ensuing year as submitted by the Budget
Committee and that this represents the total amount

voted including money raised in preceding special
articles. (Budget Committee recommends)
A motion to accept Article 18 as read vas made by
Milton Wilson and seconded by Jonathan Putnam.

Amendment: To see if the Tovn vill vote to raise and
appropriate the sura of $1,529, 867.00 to defray Tovn

charges during the ensuing year.
The araendment vas made by Dexter Bucklin and

seconded by Jonathan Putnam. By voice vote in the
affirmative, the amendment vas passed.
Article 18 as amended vas voted in the affirmative
by voice vote.

Article 19: To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors, Committees,
or any other Officers and to pass any vote relating
thereto.
Milton Wilson made a motion to accept the reports
written in the annual Report of the Tovn of Canaan
for 1990; the motion vas seconded by Benjamin
92

Yamashita.
The lotion for Article 19 vas voted in the

affirmative by voice vote.

Article 20: To transact any other business that may be legally
brought before this Tovn Meeting.
Ernst Schori thanked the Selectmen and the Budget
Committee members for their dedicated vork on the
budget in holding the spending line and he also
urged more participation in the budget committee

meetings and the hearing by the public.
A motion to adjourn the meeting vas made by Philip Cobbin and

seconded by Deborah Crovell; the motion vas voted in the
affirmative by voice vote, and Moderator Daniel Fleetham
declared the Annual Tovn meeting adjourned at 5:39pm.
A true record, attest:

Emily J. Webster
Canaan Tovn Clerk
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